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Student Concerto Procedures

Prior to camp, an invitation shall be issued to eligible campers who may wish to
compete for the opportunity to perform a solo work accompanied by the NEMC Faculty
Orchestra. Any camper who elects to participate in the competition must signify such
intent by notifying the camp registrar, Bethany Niedbala (Bethany.niedbala@nemc.org)
via email, and submit a recording of themselves playing the complete movement/work
and cadenza (if applicable) with which they intend to audition. The deadline for
submission of these materials is June 1. The registrar will then forward these
recordings to the Director of Music who will, in consultation with other faculty members,
determine whether or not the student is qualified to compete in the Concerto
Competition. All applicants will be notified of the results in a timely fashion.

Eligibility

A camper must have reached senior camper status (fifteenth birthday) AND have
completed one (1) session in a previous calendar year by the concerto performance
date in order to be eligible. A camper younger than 15 will be considered eligible if he or
she is in his or her third calendar year at camp. Campers must attend Sessions 1 and 2
in the year of competition.

Recording Procedure
A) Piano accompaniment is required.

B) Candidates will record the entire movement with cadenza, if applicable. Appropriate
tutti cuts are allowed.

C) The recording shall be video with audio uploaded to Youtube. The privacy settings of
your uploaded video should be set to Unlisted or Public. Please make sure that Private
is not selected. Forward all links to bethany.niedbala@nemc.org.

D) Be sure to listen to and watch your video BEFORE you upload it. If the sound is
garbled, distorted, or at an unacceptable volume, it is very difficult for the reviewing
committee to render a true and fair evaluation. Also, be sure to include IN PRINT
somewhere on the page the CAMPER’S name, and the TITLE AND COMPOSER of the
piece being performed.

E) Qualification Round. The recording must be received no later than June 1.
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Time of Auditions

The competition will be held during Sessions 1 and 2. Provided that there are
competitors, the audition procedure will begin with:

A) Semi-final Round (If needed, depending upon the number of competitors). A list of
competitors will be posted by the first day of camp. Auditions will be in Alumni Hall
for the Concerto Competition Committee members. Date TBA during Session 1.

B) Students will rehearse with a faculty accompanist between camp arrival and the
competition. Ensure that you bring the piano part to camp with you.

C) Final Round. Finalists will perform before the entire music faculty in Alumni Hall.
(Usually the day after Semi-finals.)

Time of Performance

From the competition, one winner MAY be chosen. The winner will perform in the
second week of Session 2, accompanied by the Faculty Orchestra.

Other Miscellaneous Information

1. The faculty reserves the right to declare “no winner” and/or “no performance.”

2. The winner must perform the same work played in the audition.

3. If the orchestra parts are not available in the Camp Library, the winner shall share
the responsibility with the Camp for providing them.

4. The piano faculty will provide accompaniments for all participants during auditions.

5. Any eligible camper may audition or re-audition with the permission of his/her studio
teacher, but a camper can win ONLY ONCE.

6. Memorization is recommended.

7. Repertory restrictions: A work (or movement thereof) conceived as a concerto, aria,
or concert piece with original composer orchestration. No “arrangements.”

Winner Selection Process

1. The winner is selected by receiving a majority vote from the faculty.

2. The faculty reserves the right to declare “no winner” and/or “no performance.”

3. All finalists will receive recognition and the winner will be announced during
announcements at the evening meal after the Final Round, or at that evening’s
Faculty Recital, or at some other appropriate venue. The winner shall receive an
award certificate during the Award Ceremony at the close of Session 2. and shall
have their name placed on a plaque that is permanently displayed in the Dining
Room.

4. If eligible, concerto finalists not chosen for concerto performance may perform their
concerto on an Honor Recital without having to re-audition. An Honor Recital Form
must be submitted to the Honor Recital Committee in the normal way. Should the
competitor choose to perform a piece other than their concerto, they must audition in
the usual way. Each student may perform a solo once and only once on an evening
recital.



